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WHEN ARCHITECT ERIC MASTERSON STAMPS HIS WOODEN WALKING STICK UPON THE GROUND, IT 15 
TRANSFORMED INTO A MYSTICAL WEAPON CALLED THUNDERSTRIKE! ARMED WITH INCREDIBLE POWERS, 
MASTERSON WORKS TO PROVE THAT ONE MAN MUST MAKE A DIFFERENCE, BECAUSE THIS WORLD STILL 
NEEDS HEROES! STAN LEE PRESENTS. 
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STAn’s SOAPBOX 


Hi, Heroes! 

Last month | tipped you off to the fact 
that you'll be seeing a naw Spider-Man ani- 
mated series every Saturday on the fabulous 
Fox Network starting this fall, a series that'll 
give our wildly successful X-Men thrilers a 
fun for their money! 

Now, in answer to countless requests 
(from Sam Countless, our pizza man), like 
to tell you a little more about our upcoming 
Spidey spectaculars, just to whet your appe- 
tite forthe greatest in cartoon entertainment. 

The way we begin each spectacular 
show is by searching through our vast files 
Of Spider-Man masterpieces in ofder to find 
the greatest wall-crawing epics of all. How- 
‘ever, not only are the stories themselves 
important, but each and every animated 
episode has to feature one oF more of 
Spidey’s deadliest and most diabolical 
super-foes For example, featured in our 
brand-new series you'll see such mighty 
masters of menace as The Scorpion, 
Venom, Kraven The Hunter, The Kingpin, 
Doc Ock, The Hobgoblin — and those are 
just some of the sinister, stupefying 
scoundrals in store for you! 

Having selected our stories, we then 
decide how best fo convert them into animat- 
fed screenplays, keeping all the great stuff 
from the comics, while adding the awesome 
‘action and spine-tingling special effects that 
have already made Marvel Films one of the 
‘most admired names in Holl 

Speaking of special effects, just wait til 
{you see our computer enhanced scenes of 
Spidey web-swinging, wall-crawling and 
battling the bad guys all over and around the 
dizzying New York skyline. Everything {sso 
realistic, so breathtakingly three-dimension- 
al that you'll forget it's. a cartoon after the 
first few seconds! 

In case you've been wondering, the rea- 
son we were able to attract the very best 
arlists, screenwriters and animators to our 
studio is simple — almost everyone in the 
cartoon business is a Marvel fan! So, when 
the word leaked out that we were planning 
an animated Spider-Man TV series, the 
stampede began! 

By naw, due to these subtle hints | keep 
dropping, you may be starting to suspect 
that I'm mildly excited about the upcoming 
‘Spider-Man series. When you see it this fall, 
(O'Tive Believer, you're gonnia know why! 

Excelsior! 


Stan Lee 


EDADVENTURES OF CYCLOPS & 
‘PHOENIX #4: Tho Honeymoon ts 
‘vet By Lobdel/MaVey) 

IALICE COOPER: LAST TEMPTA- 
‘TION OF ALICE #1 OF 3: Aca 
meets the sinister Showman! By 
Gaiman/Zult 

IBIANNEX #1; Braco yoursehes for 
the deadly cyborg, Bracel By 
Hari/MeDanlelBanning! 

[GEAMIS & BUTT-HEAD GREAT. 
EST HITS TPB: Sires that dont 
‘ck! By Lackay/Paskert 

GICABLE 614; Gatle faces D'Spayre 
Inthe Evergiodes! By Herding/ 


Skroca/Solers! Bros 


GICAPTAIN AMERICA #430: 
‘Amercop vs, Damon Dran — with 
‘Gap caught nthe middle! By 
GrienwakdHoover/Bulsnact 

GD.CONAN SAGA #89: Conan faces 
ths inoelble HawicRiders| By 
Thomas/Buscemay/Chan! 
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ITEM! {t was the mutant wedding of the 
yearl No, we're not talking about the 
tnion of Cyclops and Phoenix — this 
mega-event was even bigger! This past 
January 8, mutant executive editor Bob 
Harras finally walked down the aisle 
with his own Marvel Girl, the former 
‘Anne Stavola. It took five years of dat- 
ing before the procrastinating Bob final- 
ly popped the question; as he tells it, 
that also explains why my books are 
always late!” The young lovers honey- 
mooned in Paris, and Bob notes that 
unlike Scott Summers and Jean Grey, 
“we didn't travel through time!” Anne 
‘works as the East Coast Publicist Man- 
ager for Universal Pictures, which 
means she won't be working on the 
upcoming X-Men live-action movie from 
Fox! For the record, Bob noted that the 
new Mrs. Harras "is not an X-Man fan, 
‘and does not have any mutant powers!" 
ITEM! Frank Castle sure gets around! 
This month, he's all over the place — 
from the mean streets of Manhattan to 
the old west to Gotham City to 
Riverdale! No, your eyes are not 
deceiving you, Marveloid — we did say 
Gotham City and Riverdale! First we 
have a one-shot called PUNISHER A 
MAN CALLED FRANK, a rollicking wild 
West adventure in which we see what 
Frank's life might have been like if he 
had become the Punisher in 1910! Edi- 
tor Don Daley said, “if you loved Unfor- 
given, the Sergio Leone spaghetti west- 
‘ems, and Death Wish, you'll ove Chuck 
Dixon and John Buscema's A MAN 
CALLED FRANK!" 

Next up we have PUNISHER 
MEETS ARCHIE: WHEN WORLDS 
COLLIDE — perhaps the most offbeat 
team-up of alll Editor Don Daley feols 
this team-up is a natural, since” Archie 
lives in the ‘perfect’ world that the Pun- 
isher lost.” And that world is .. 
Riverdale! Don noted that Frank n' 
‘Archie have @ lot in. common — "Both 
star in monthly four-color comics that 
are stapled!" Story and art for this one 
is by the team of Batton Lash, John 
Buscema, Stan Goldberg, and Tom 
Palmer. 

Last, and certainly not least, we 
have the long-awaited first meeting of 
comicdom's two greatest vigilantes in 
BATMAN/PUNISHER: LAKE OF FIRE! 
This one is put together by our friends 
at DC Comics, and the line-up of talent 


"ANNUAL #4: Pullup the anchor — 
its the retum of lancor! By 
‘Galagher & Hal/ Wes/Montano! 

[MARVEL COMICS PRESENTS 
(F160: The fest solo adventure of 


Maca! 


#2: ron Man and 


‘Century are forced o work inthe 
future! By Abnett& Lanning! 


ILNAMOR #55: Mest he son of 
‘Namo! He's apoiny-eared 


includes writer Dennis O'N 

anists Barry Kitson and James Pas- 
coe. When the Punisher’s arch-foe, 
Jigsaw, heads to Gotham City with 
hopes of becoming its newest erlme 
boss, Frank Castie pursues him — and 
winds up going head to head against 
hone other than the Azrael Batman! 
One of Batman's deadliest (and orazi- 
est) enemies appears in this one, as 
welll Observed Don Daley: "When peo- 
ple speak of Batman and the Punisher, 
they usually stress the similarities. In 
the deeply talented hands of Denny 
O'Neil I'm aware forthe frst time of the 
subtle differences between these two 
Vigilante icons!” ea 


‘The Marvel Music tine kicks off this 
month with the release of ALICE 
COOPER: THE LAST TEMPTATION OF 
ALICE, the first in a three-issue limited 
series! The limited series is tied in to 
the release of Alice's new album of the 
same name, and both feature the input 
of writer Neil Gaiman and Alice him- 
sell! The art for LAST TEMPTATION is 
provided by Michael Zul, with a paint- 
ed cover by Dave McKean! Editor 
Mort Todd described Alice's come- 
back comic as “an arcane gothic com- 
ing of age tale —with lots of zombies!” 


YONDU RETURNS TO THE GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY 


[SPOTLIGHT ON THE ABOMINATION IN HULK ANNUAL #20 


lghimarl By Hering/sherwood! 

GIREN a STIMPY #21: Commander 
Hoek & Cadet Stimpy on the planet 
tt Space Beaver! 8 Duttor/ 
Kezalht 

IBSPIDER-MAN 2009 422: Moet 
Ventural She's an ace — but she's 
‘no pet datoctvel By David! 
(BonardWiernson! 

[DUNCANNY X-MEN 1315; 
Colossus plots his escape trom 
‘Avalon! By 
Uabdoladurera/Groen! 

[WEB OF SPIDER-MAN #115: 
\Who's bean talirg Aunt May? By 
KavanaghvSavuk/Baskervila! 


ALPHA FLIGHT APPEARS IN WOLVERINE, 
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Malling into: 
‘The Thunder Strikes 
c/o Marvel Comics 
387 Park Avenue South 
New York, NY 10016 


(Addresses withheld by request) 


Dear Rall, Matt, & Co., 

{id like to share with you some of my reac- 
tions to issue #8, 

‘Gut Reaction: The cover should have read 
“The Adventures of Code: Blue, Guest star- 
ring Thunderstrike,” 

Informed Reaction: Actually, there was a 
{ot of well-thought-out character development 
in this story, With each issue, the Blue team 
becomes a stronger cast of supporting char- 
acters, Sil les not forget who's in the com- 
erbox, hmm? 

‘Gut Reaction II: Do you guys have some 
kind of contest going with Mark Gruenwaldto 
‘see who can devise a lamer RoboCop knook- 
off (Witness CAPTAIN AMERICA #428.)? 

Informed Reaction Il: Officer Z.E..O, 
‘could be considered as Dr. Rizzo's version of 
the Hulk (I mean that in a good way), what 
with Rizzo's subconscious causing Z.€.R.0. 
to lash out at the Blue team. No nator how 
hard they try, t sadly seems that some peopl 
just can'tbury theirdemons, Also, it was good 
that you guys didn't take the easy way out by 
bringing in Thunderstrike to just blow up the 
robot and be done with It. 

Gut Reaction Ill: Great, Bobby's going to 
smack around Kevin; Thunderstrika’s going 
to smack around Bobby, and Kevin's going to 
become Thunderstrike’s #1 fan, 

Informed Reaction Ill: Having Kevin come 
to Bobby's defense against Thunderstrike 
‘was the best plot twist ve seen in along, long 
time, Plus, this sets up an important subplot: 
Eric's already lost his ex to another guy — 
‘could he be losing his son to the same guy, 
too? Thats got to be every divorced dads 
‘worst nightmare. Good show, guys. 

Gut Reaction IV: Amazing, THUNDER- 
STRIKE is already up to 8 issues. | bought 
#1 out of VAL, (Veteran Reader's Intuition) 
without knowing one thing about the charac- 
ter, doubtful as to whether or not i be back 
for #2. Seven months later, Ijust now realize 
that ve come to realize that I've come back 
for #2, #8, and all the points in between, 
There's a message in that, 

Informed Reaction IV: oughtta get with the 
program already, and offically putTHUNDER- 
STRIKE on my "must buy’ ist! Infact, I think 
Ill go.do that right now. 


Harry Simon 
(Address withheld by request) 


Thanks for the constructive apprecia- 
ion, Harry. tt looks like you were able to 
get beyond your gut reactions with no 
nelp from us (but plenty from Tom and 


Ron)! Focusing on your second gut reac- 
ton, we'd just lke to point out thatZ.E.R.O. 
and ‘are as diferent from each 
other as they are from RoboCop. you've 
ever stopped to think how many heroes 
can fly and shatter rock with thelr fiste, 
then you know that superficial features 
are only the tip of the Iceberg when it 
‘comes to our characters, Thanks for keep- 
Ing an open mind! 


‘The Thunder Strikes (7), 

Asif Eric didn’thave enough problems and 
hang-ups, dorit you thinkhell be upset to find 
‘out that the name of his letter page is based 
on Thor? 

‘Since Thunderstrike Is a fresh departure, 
0 should the letter page be, How about any 
ofthe following, or at least something difer- 
‘ent than we have present 

the Mace-N-Diction Line 
Thunder Claps 
the Horo Still Needs Words 
the Mull after the Storm 


Love the comic, don't let the Bloodaxe 
mystery go on too long, anyway, we know. 
that it's not Bobby; his behavior is due to 
sterold abuse, 


John Panno 
-4N340 8th Ave 
‘Addison, ILL 60101 


A new letters page title? What do the 
est of you think? We'll accept votes for 
changing the name or keeping itthe same 
(not to mention suggestions for a new 
title) through issue #16. Wo'll announce 


the voting results and unvell the new name 
(if there Is one) in issue #17, so start 
waiting! 


‘And now, we proudly present what must 
be the first letter sont via fax: 


Dear Strike Force, 

| thought Id send this during a slow time 
during work regarding the latest issue of 
‘Thunderstike, When I first read it, Iwas ticked 
off that, even in his own comic, Eric gots. 
aligned and, pardon the pun, hammered 
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by everyone on Earth. The speech atthe end: 
from his son was the final straw and |had to 
0.cool off 
‘And when | did, | realized that maybe this 
's what Eric needed. Now, I'lback Erictothe 
wall and beyond, but after reading the last 
‘issue, llooked at some of the previous mags 
‘and now think that he may have been relying 
too heavily on brawn rather than brains, In 
his defense, Eric thought that his son was in 
danger and Kevin stepfather wasn't acting 
inthe mast rational manner. SO, now that hos 
been dressed down a bit, can we please get 
ver the *razz the rookie" routine that every 
‘sentient and semi-sentiont being lays on Eric. 
| would be nice to see a hero actually give 
him a litle encouragement once in a while, 
Other than that, I stil think Thunderstike 
‘sone of the year's best titles. The writing and 
artwork both highlight the best in each other 
and make itan enjoyable reading experience 
(One guest team-up Ii lke to see is Thunder- 
strike and Cyclops (with or without Jean 
Grey-Summers). | think Scott would be able 
to teach Eric some combat strategies with- 
ut coming down on him. Either him, or pos- 
sibly Professor Xavier as well. 
‘That’ it for now. Keep up the great work! 
Untl Eric uses an enchanted cuisinart, 
Troy Liechty 
2531 Carew Si, 
Ft. Wayne, IN 46805 


'warrlor (kinda redun- 
dant, actually), and Eric's becoming in- 
creasingly proficient with his powers each 
time out. While he may have taken some 
gut from his fellow Avengers this Issue, 
he did recelve the support of his buddy 
‘Thor at the end, and an endorsement from 
Odin's #1 sonis worth its weight in gold! 


Ron, and Al, 
h Pollard! 


